
 

 
 
1 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS       22-23 Dec 2018 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: 8984111101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

NATIONAL 

SDG India Index 2018 

The NITI Aayog has released the Baseline Report of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 

India Index 2018, documenting the progress made by India‘s States and Union Territories (UTs) towards 

implementation of the 2030 SDG targets. 

 Significance: The SDG India Index acts as a bridge between these mandates, aligning the SDGs with the 

Prime Minister‘s clarion call of ‗Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas‘, which embodies the five Ps of the global SDG 

movement – People, Planet, Prosperity, Partnership and Peace. 

Highlights of the report and performance of various states: 

 According to the SDG India Index, the nation as a whole has a score of 58, showing the country 

has reached a little beyond the halfway mark in meeting the sustainable development goals 

adopted by India and 192 other nations in 2015. 

 The SDG Index Score for Sustainable Development Goals 2030 ranges between 42 and 69 for 

States and between 57 and 68 for UTs. 

 Top 3 states in terms of being on track to achieve the United Nations‘ Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG): Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu. 

 Among the UTs, Chandigarh is the front runner with a score of 68. 

 Tamil Nadu has a score 66, and is the top scorer on the goals to do with eradicating poverty and 

also providing clean and affordable energy. 

 Kerala‘s top rank is attributed to its superior performance in providing good health, reducing 

hunger, achieving gender equality and providing quality education. Himachal Pradesh ranks high 

on providing clean water and sanitation, in reducing inequalities and preserving the mountain 

ecosystem. 

 Among the UTs, Chandigarh takes the lead because of its exemplary performance in providing 

clean water and sanitation to its people. It has further made good progress towards providing 

affordable and clean energy, generating decent work and economic growth, and providing quality 

education. 

 The toppers in gender equality, Sikkim and Union territories Andaman and Nicobar islands and 

Chandigarh have crossed the half way mark in reaching the goals. 

 Jharkhand, Odisha and Nagaland are also among the states that have a lot more ground to cover in 

the overall rankings. 

 Overall, the average score for the States was the worst when it came to gender equality (36), in 

creating sustainable cities and communities (39), in enabling industry, innovation, and 

infrastructure (44), and in eradicating hunger (48). 

 SDGs: Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals, adopted by all member states of the United-

Nations in 2015, describe a universal agenda that applies to and must be implemented by all countries. 

Sound metrics and data are critical for turning the SDGs into practical tools for problem solving. 

Odisha Govt’s New Scheme KALIA-To financially assist Farmers: 

 To expedite growth in the agriculture sector and alleviate the poverty rate in Odisha, the state 

cabinet on Friday approved a novel scheme KALIA (Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income 

Augmentation). The five major aspects of the schemes are as follows: 

 Financial assistance to the farmers: Under this scheme, more than 30 lakhs small and marginal 

farmers (about 90 per cent) will be provided Rs 10000 for Kharif and Rabi crops. The financial 

assistance will be given to them for five crop seasons in three years from 2018-19 to 2021-22. 

 Livelihood assistance to landless families: The scheme will benefit about 10 lakh landless families 

and each family will be provided Rs 12,500 take up activities like small goat rearing units, mini 

poultry layer units, duckery units, fishery kits for fishermen and women, mushroom cultivation 

and bee keeping. The landless families will choose any of the aforementioned allied farming for 

which the state government has earmarked Rs 1250 crore for the next three years. 

 Support to landless labourers and vulnerable agriculture households: The scheme has the provision 

to support vulnerable agriculture households who are unable to avail livelihood options due to old-

age, disability, disease or other reasons. The deserving families, identified by gram panchayats, 

will be provided financial assistance of Rs 10,000 per households per annum to take care of their 

livelihood sustenance. The state government targets to cover about 10 lakh households under the 
scheme. 
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 Insurance cover: Under the scheme, life insurance cover of Rs 2 lakh and additional personal 

cover will be provided to the farmers and the landless households. The scheme will benefit about 

57 lakh families. 

 Interest-free crop loan: Under the scheme, the state government will provide crop loans up to Rs 

50,000 without interest. A total of Rs 10,280 crore will be spent in the next three years up to 2020-

21. The state government will review the scheme in 2021 and make necessary changes if required. 

INTERNATIONAL AND BILATERAL 

Controversial exit: U.S troops withdrawal from Syria 

US President Donald Trump‘s decision to pull all American troops out of Syria and reduce by half 

the US forces in Afghanistan marks the end of a prolonged phase of American military interventions in the 

Middle East and South Asia. This has predictably upset both the Washington establishment and America‘s 

global allies 

Reasons for exit:  

 US president claims that the physical infrastructure of the IS caliphate is destroyed and the U.S. 

can leave the war against the remnants of the jihadist group to the Syrian government and its main 

backers, Russia and Iran 

 The caliphate is actually destroyed — the IS has lost 95% of the territory it once controlled and is 

now confined to narrow pockets on the Iraqi-Syrian border 

 The U.S. would also not like to get stuck in Syria forever. It is basically Russia‘s war 

 The U.S. is already stranded in Afghanistan (for 17 years) and Iraq (over 15 years) without a way 

out 

Impact on India 

 Trump‘s move will undermine the war against the Islamic State, help legitimise the Syrian ruler 

Bashar al Assad, and boost his backers in Moscow and Tehran 

 In Afghanistan, the decision to downsize troop presence comes at a moment when Washington has 

embarked on direct talks with the Taliban brokered by Pakistan 

 If the president does not change his mind, Delhi will have to take into account the consequences 

for India‘s western neighbourhood, especially in Afghanistan where Washington has been fighting 

the longest war in American history. 

International Whaling Commission (IWC) 

Japan is considering pulling out of the International Whaling Commission (IWC). Such a move would 

spark international criticism against Japan over whale conservation and deepen the divide between anti- 

and pro-whaling countries. 

IWC: 

 It is an international body set up under International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling 

(ICRW). 

 ICRW governs the commercial, scientific, and aboriginal subsistence whaling practices of fifty-

nine member nations. It was signed in Washington, D.C., United States, in 1946. 

 Headquarters — Impington, near Cambridge, England. 

 In 1986, it adopted a moratorium on commercial whaling. This ban still continues. 

 Whale sanctuary: 

 In 1994, it created the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary surrounding the continent of Antarctica. 

Here, the IWC has banned all types of commercial whaling. 

 Only two such sanctuaries have been designated by IWC till date. Another is Indian Ocean Whale 

Sanctuary by the tiny island nation of the Seychelles. 

Objectives: 

 To provide for the proper conservation of whale stocks. 

 For orderly development of the whaling industry. 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Cell-by-cell DNA science is ‘Breakthrough of 2018’: 

The US journal Science has coined as ―Breakthrough of the Year‖ for 2018 new technologies that 

reveal how DNA cues individual cells to grow through time.  

Significance:  A combination of technologies is revealing when genes in individual cells switch on, cueing 
the cells to play their specialized parts. These methods will transform science over the coming decades, 

allowing an ever clearer picture of the processes behind aging, healing, and disease. 
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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY 

Researcher’s discover new exotic planet 

 Researchers have discovered a new exotic planet outside our solar system in the constellation 

Cassiopeia. 

 Located 21 light years away from us, this planet, dubbed HD219134 b, has a mass almost five times that 

of Earth, which is considered a ―super-Earth‖.  Unlike the Earth, however, it most likely does not have a 

massive core of iron, but is rich in calcium and aluminium alongside magnesium and silicon and because 

the inner structure is so different, their cooling behaviour and atmospheres will also differ from those of 

normal super-Earths. 

 HD219134 b is one of three candidates likely to belong to a new exotic class of exoplanets, say 

the researchers, according to the study published in the journal Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical 

Society: Letters.  The other two exoplanets studied, 55 Cancri e and WASP-47 e, orbit their star so closely 

that their surface temperature is almost 3000 degree.  

Indonesia hit by Volcanic Tsunami 
On 22 nd December 2018, Indonesia was hit by a Tsunami. As the giant tsunami waves crashed 

into coastal towns on the islands of Sumatra and Java, at least 281 people were killed and 1,016 were 

injured. 

Tsunami :Tsunami refers to a series of waves in a water body caused by the displacement of a large 

volume of water, generally in an ocean or a large lake. Tsunamis are different from the normal sea waves. 

Normal waves are generated due to the wind and Tides are generated due to the gravitational pull of the 

Moon and the Sun, whereas Tsunami is generated by an abrupt movement on the ocean floor due to the 

triggering points like Earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, underwater explosions, landslides, glacier calving or 

meteorite impacts.Tsunami waves have a large wavelength in the open ocean. As the Tsunami waves reach 

shallow water near shores they grow rapidly in size and make a landfall causing large-scale destruction. 

Volcanic Tsunami of Indonesia: The Tsunami which Indonesia witnessed on 22nd December is attributed 

to the collapse in the west-southwest flank of the Anak Krakatau volcano. The collapse resulted in millions 

of tonnes of rocky debris plunging into the sea. This resulted in the displacement of large volumes of water 

resulting in Tsunami waves. 

Anak Krakatau : Indonesia lies on the Pacific ring of fire. This makes Indonesia vulnerable to earthquakes. 

Indonesia also houses 127 active volcanoes and one of these volcanoes is the Anak Krakatau. Anak 

Krakatau is a volcanic island formed in 1927 after the Krakatoa volcano eruption. The Anak Krakatau was 

erupting from June 2018. The authorities have warned that there can be an eruption again and have advised 

people to stay away from the coast for a while. 

 

DEFENCE 

‘Hand-in-Hand’ counter-terrorism military exercises concluded 
India and China concluded the ‗Hand-in-Hand‘ military exercise on 22nd December 2018 in 

China‘s Chengdu city. This was the 7
th
 edition of the ‗Hand-in-Hand‘ military exercise.  It did not take 

place last year due to prevailing tensions between both sides after 73-day military standoff at Doklam. This 

year‘s exercise, which began on 11th December, focused on urban terrorism in which Indian and Chinese 

armies conducted the drills while living and dining together to build up a sense of camaraderie. The 

exercise included live ring and demonstration of driving skills to rescue hostages held by terrorists in an 

urban environment. The previous edition of ‗Hand-in-Hand‘ that was held in 2016 in Pune had focused on 

counter-terrorism drills in nonurban areas. 

The exercises and the concluding ceremony were live-streamed by China‘s state-run TV channel CGTN 

highlighting their importance. It seeks to improve the relations between the two countries drills keeping in 

spirit of this year‘s Wuhan summit.  

Wuhan Summit 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President of China Xi Jinping had held their first Informal Summit in 

Wuhan on April 27-28, 2018. The purpose of the meeting was to exchange views on overarching issues of 

bilateral and global importance and to elaborate their respective visions and priorities for national 

development in the context of current and future international situation. 

  


