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NATIONAL SOCIAL ISSUES- WOMEN, POPULATION, URBANISATION, EMPOWERMENT 

ETC 

National Youth Parliament Festival 2019: 
National Youth Parliament Festival 2019 has begun, thereby beginning the celebration of the 

National Youth Day 2019. Theme: ―Be The Voice of New India‖ and ―Find solutions and contribute to 

policy‖. 

 Eligibility: Youth in the age bracket of 18-25 years are invited to participate in the District Youth 

Parliaments. 

 Significance: The National Youth Parliament Festival will encourage the youth to engage with 

public issues, understand the common man‘s point of view, form their opinion and express these 

in an articulate manner. Relevant and effective voices on the vision of New India would be 

captured and documented to make these available to policy makers and implementers to take it 

forward.  

 The National Youth Parliament Festival 2019 will be conducted at three levels: 

o District Youth Parliament (DYP) at the district level. 

o State Youth Parliament (SYP) at the State Level. 

o National Youth Parliament (NYP) at the National Level. 

The National Service Scheme and Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangthan organizations will remain 

involved at different levels in its conduct and management. 

National Youth Day – 

 The National Youth Day (also called as Yuva Diwas) is observed on January 12 every year to 

commemorate the birthday of Swami Vivekananda. 

 The main objective is to propagate the philosophy and the ideals of Swami Vivekananda. 

 It became a mainstream celebration in India from 1985 onwards and observed on January 12 ever 

since. 

National Service Scheme (NSS) – 

 The National Service Scheme is an Indian government-sponsored public service program 

conducted by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports of the Government of India. 

 The scheme was launched in Gandhiji‘s Centenary year in 1969. 

 The University Grants Commission (UGC) headed by Dr. Radhakrishnan recommended 

introduction of national service in the academic institutions on a voluntary basis with a view to 

developing healthy contacts between the students and teachers on the one hand and establishing a 

constructive linkage between the campus and the community on the other hand. 

Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan – 

 Nehru Yuva Kendras was established in 1972. 

 Later in 1987 under Rajiv Gandhi Government it became Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan, an 

autonomous organization under Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports. 

INDIAN HERITAGE AND CULTURE, HISTORY 

Sarva Bhasha Kavi Sammelan: 

Kavi Sammelan, a National Symposium of Poets, was held in Chennai. 

Sarva Bhasha Kavi Sammelan: 

 Sarva Bhasha Kavi Sammelan of All India Radio (AIR) aims to provide a creative platform for 

national integration and linguistic harmony through mutual interaction and coordinated 

presentation of the best in contemporary poetry of all Indian languages. 

 The Kavi Sammelan made its beginning in 1956 and is one of its kind programme wherein 23 

eminent poets from 22 Indian languages come together on one stage to offer their creative best. 

CONSTITUTION AND POLITY 
Section 126 of the RP Act, 1951 

A Committee constituted to review and suggest modifications and changes in the provisions of the 

Section 126 and other sections of the RP Act 1951 and provisions of Model Code of Conduct has 

submitted its report. The panel was headed by senior deputy election commissioner Umesh Sinha. 

Section 126 of RP Act, 1951:  

 Section 126 of the RP Act prohibits displaying any election matter by means, inter alia, of 

television or similar apparatus, during the period of 48 hours before the hour fixed for conclusion 

of poll in a constituency. 
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 ―Election matter‖ has been defined in that Section as any matter intended or calculated to 

influence or affect the result of an election. 

 The provision prohibits conduct of Exit poll and dissemination of their results during the period 

mentioned therein. 

 Violation of the provisions of Section 126 is punishable with imprisonment upto a period of two 

years, or with fine or both. 

Recommendations:  

 Internet service providers and social media companies should take down content violating the 48-

hour ban on campaigning prior to polling, instantly and latest within 3 hours of EC issuing such a 

direction. 

 Amend Section 126(1) of R P Act to impose the ―campaign silence period‖ on print, electronic 

media and intermediaries. The definition of intermediaries, as per Section 2(w) of the Information 

Technology Act, includes telecom service providers, internet service providers, web-hosting 

service providers, search engines, etc. 

 Bring in changes in the model code of conduct to ensure that parties release their manifesto at 

least 72 hours prior to polling (or 72 hours prior to polling for first phase in a multi-phase 

election). 

 Star campaigners should desist from addressing press conferences or giving interviews on election 

matters during silence period. Also, in a multi-phased election, there should be no direct or 

indirect reference seeking support for parties/candidates in constitutencies observing silence 

period. 

 Intermediaries should ensure that their platforms are not misused to vitiate free and fair polls. This 

would include a notification mechanism by which EC may notify the platform of potential 

violations of Section 126 of R P Act. 

 While EC will appoint an officer to liaise with the intermediaries, the latter should open a special 

grievance redressal channel for EC and have a dedicated team during election period to interface 

with and take quick action on receipt of EC order to take down or disable content in violation of R 

P Act. 

 Intermediaries should report to the Commission on measures taken to prevent abuse of their 

platforms, including generating publicly-available action taken reports. All political 

advertisements may be clearly labelled as such and be pre-approved by a EC-appointed content 

monitoring committee. 

 The intermediaries would also need to maintain a repository of political advertisements with 

information on their sponsors, expenditure and targeted reach. 

Significance and implications:  The recommendations made by the Committee, when implemented will 

help in minimizing the possible interference of activities which aim at indirectly influencing voters during 

the valuable silence period of 48 hours provided to them. 

Right to Disconnect Bill 2018 

To help employees strike a better work-life balance and reduce stress, NCP MP Supriya Sule has 

introduced the Right to Disconnect Bill 2018, a Private Member‘s Bill, in the Lok Sabha. 

Key features and highlights of the Bill: 

 Aim: The Right to Disconnect Bill aims at ―reducing stress and ease tension between an 

employee‘s personal and professional life.‖ 

 The Bill gives employees the right to not respond to calls or any kind of communications from the 

employers after office hours. 

 The Bill requires the setting up of an Employee Welfare Authority, which will publish reports 

related to the impact employees have from prolonged use of digital tools beyond office hours and 

it will also create a charter defining employee-employer negotiation. 

 According to the Bill, ―Companies with more than 10 employees would periodically negotiate 

specific terms with their workers, publish their own charter, and create an Employee Welfare 

Committee consisting of representatives of the company‘s workforce.‖ 

Concerns and challenges faced by workers: 

 With dynamic business demands in an evolving corporate landscape, striking a work-life balance 

has become difficult but also a priority. The imbalance leads to stress, anxiety and sleep 
deprivation—notable trends in studies on employee health. 
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 The traditional service sector has to often deal with unreasonable work hours, working overtime 

without extra compensation, or carrying their work home. 

 The insidious impact of ‗always on‘ organizational culture is often unaccounted for or disguised as 

a benefit – increased convenience, for example, or higher autonomy and control over work-life 

boundaries. 

 Need and significance of the Bill:  After being in the workplace for eight hours or more, it might be very 

stressful for a person to respond to office-related calls after work. According to experts, work-related stress 

can often lead to a lot of physical and mental ailments including depression, which might go undiagnosed. 

As a result of which, a person might face a lot of problem in his professional and personal life as well. The 

Right to Disconnect Bill 2018, if passed, will help people strike work-life balance and lead a better life. 

Efforts in this regard: 

 Countries like France and Germany have already adopted the right to disconnect laws, with the 

French government setting the example first in 2004, when it clarified that an employee 

unreachable on a smartphone outside of work hours will not be tagged for misconduct. 

 The European Union had voted in 2015 to regard the time spent in commute (to and from work) as 

work. In India, a Kolkata-based firm became the third in the country to sanction menstruation 

leave (of two days per month) to its female employees starting New Year‘s Day. 

 

GOVERNANCE- SCHEMES, E-GOVERNANCE, SERVICES ETC 

Hunar Haats 

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley recently inaugurated Hunar Haat organised by Minority Affairs 

Ministry at State Emporium Complex in New Delhi. 

Hunar Haats: 

 Hunar Haats are organised by Ministry of Minority Affairs under USTTAD (Upgrading the Skills 

& Training in Traditional Arts/Crafts for Development) scheme. 

 The USTTAD scheme aims at preserving & promoting the rich heritage of the traditional arts & 

crafts of the Minority communities.  This is one of the flagship programmes of the Ministry. 

Significance of Hunar Haats: 

 Hunar Haats have become a successful mission to provide employment and income generation 

opportunities with platforms for marketing the products of master artisans, craftsmen and culinary 

experts belonging to the minority communities. 

 It envisages at boosting the skill of craftsmen, weavers and artisans who are already engaged in 

the traditional ancestral work. 

One family One Job scheme of Sikkim 

 Sikkim has announced the One family one job scheme to provide employment to the youth of 

Sikkim. 

About the Scheme: 

 One family one job scheme entitles one government job for every family in the state. 

 Eligibility: Only members of those families which do not have a government job at present are 

eligible for government employment under the scheme. 

 The government has announced that the nature of the job is not temporary and would be 

regularised after five years. 

Significance: Sikkim is the first state in the country to launch an exclusive programme which entitles every 

family in the state with a government job and Sikkim earmarks 70% of its revenues towards salaries for 

state government employees. 

‘Ama Ghare LED’ scheme 

Odisha has launched the ‗Ama Ghare LED‘ scheme, under which about 95 lakh families in the 

State will each get four LED bulbs free of cost. 

Key features of the scheme 

 Under the scheme, 9-watt LED bulbs will be distributed to the beneficiaries registered under the 

National Food Security Act (NFSA) and the State Food Security Scheme (SFSC). 

 Odisha Power Transmission Corporation Ltd (OPTCL) will implement the scheme and the bulbs 

will be distributed through camps and PDS outlets across the State. 

 Biometric authentication: The beneficiaries will have to produce biometric authentication to get 

the benefits of the scheme. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS- BILATERAL, GROUPINGS, ORGANISATIONS 

Sino-Indian Digital Collaboration Plaza 

The Sino-Indian Companies (NASSCOM) in association with Municipal Governments of Guiyang 

and Dalian. 

SIDCOP: 

 The initiative aims to bring Indian IT companies and Chinese enterprises closer to each other on a 

single AI enabled platform. This platform will be managed by a joint venture comprising of one 

Indian and Chinese company. 

 The initiative aims to encash the expertise of Indian IT enterprises in business transformation and 

operational optimization by using IT tools in complex business environments. 

 It offers a boundary-less marketplace for Chinese enterprises in order to assist them in operational 

optimization and adopting industry best practices in business solutions by connecting with Indian 

enterprises. 

National Association of Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM): 

 NASSCOM is a not-for-profit industry association and is the apex body for the Indian IT-BPM 

industry. 

 The membership of the NASSCOM is open for Companies registered in India and are focused on 

providing IT-BPM products and services. 

 NASSCOM aims to make sure that service quality and enforcement of Intellectual Property Rights 

have been properly implemented in the Indian software and BPM industry. 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

Renuka dam 

The Centre has signed an agreement with Chief Ministers of five States — Uttar Pradesh, 

Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh — to restart construction of the Renuka multipurpose 

dam project in the Upper Yamuna Basin. 

Renuka dam project: 

 The Renuka dam project has been conceived as a storage project on the Giri river (a tributary of 

the Yamuna) in Sirmaur district of Himachal Pradesh. 

 The project envisages making a 148-metre-high dam for supplying water to Delhi and other basin 

States. It will also generate 40 MW of power. 

 Funding: Around 90% of the cost of irrigation/drinking water component of the project i.e. Rs. 
3,892.83 crore will be provided by the Central government and the remaining Rs. 432.54 crore by 

the rest of the basin States. 

Significance and impacts: 

 After the construction of the dam, the flow of the Giri river will increase by about 110%, which 

will help meet the drinking water needs of Delhi and other basin States. 

 Water from the Renuka dam will be used by U.P., Haryana and National Capital Territory of 

Delhi from Hathnikund barrage, by the NCT of Delhi from Wazirabad barrage and by U.P., 

Haryana and Rajasthan from the Okhla barrage. 

Banks to review mudra loan book 
The finance ministry has asked the banks to review all loans sanctioned under the Pradhan Mantri 

Mudra Yojana (PMMY or Mudra loan scheme), as the non-performing assets (NPA) have crossed Rs 

11,000 crore within three years of the launch of the scheme. The rising NPAs under the scheme are a 

matter of concern. It is already three years and there is a need to review how the banks are sanctioning the 

loans. The RBI has already flagged its concerns regarding the bad loans to the government. 

Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) scheme: 

 The PMMY Scheme was launched in April, 2015. The scheme‘s objective is to refinance 

collateral-free loans given by the lenders to small borrowers. 

 The scheme, which has a corpus of Rs 20,000 crore, can lend between Rs 50,000 and Rs 10 lakh 

to small entrepreneurs. 

 Banks and MFIs can draw refinance under the MUDRA Scheme after becoming member-lending 

institutions of MUDRA. 

 Mudra Loans are available for non-agricultural activities upto Rs. 10 lakh and activities allied to 

agriculture such as Dairy, Poultry, Bee Keeping etc, are also covered. 

 Mudra‘s unique features include a Mudra Card which permits access to Working Capital through 

ATMs and Card Machines. 
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 There are three types of loans under PMMY: 

 Shishu (up to Rs.50,000). 

 Kishore (from Rs.50,001 to Rs.5 lakh). 

 Tarun (from Rs.500,001 to Rs.10,00,000). 

Objectives of the scheme: 

 Fund the unfunded: Those who have a business plan to generate income from a non-farm activity 

like manufacturing, processing, trading or service sector but don‘t have enough capital to invest 

can take loans up to Rs 10 lakh. 

 Micro finance institutions (MFI) monitoring and regulation: With the help of MUDRA bank, the 

network of microfinance institutions will be monitored. New registration will also be done. 

 Promote financial inclusion: With the aim to reach Last mile credit delivery to micro businesses 

taking help of technology solutions, it further adds to the vision of financial inclusion. 

 Reduce jobless economic growth: Providing micro enterprises with credit facility will help 

generate employment sources and an overall increase in GDP. 

 Integration of Informal economy into Formal sector: It will help India also grow its tax base as 

incomes from the informal sector are non-taxed. 

 

ENVIRONMENT- CONSERVATION, BIO-DIVERSITY AND ISSUES 

Trishna Gas Project 
The National Wildlife Board has given its approval for the Trishna Gas project of ONGC which 

falls in the Trishna Wildlife Sanctuary in the Gomati district of Tripura. ONGC has discovered 10-12 gas 

bearing wells in the Trishna Wildlife sanctuary. 

National Wildlife Board: 

 National Board for Wild Life is a statutory organization constituted under the Wildlife Protection 

Act, 1972. 

 It is an apex body to review all wildlife-related matters and approves projects in and around 

national parks and sanctuaries. 

 Composition: The National Board for Wild Life is chaired by the Prime Minister, Union Minister 

of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is the vice-chairman of the Board and the members 

include 15 non-government members, 19 ex-officio members and 10 government officials such as 

secretaries. 

Trishna Wildlife Sanctuary: The Trishna Wildlife Sanctuary was established in 1988. The vegetation 

covers four broad categories of tropical semi-evergreen forest, the east Himalayan lower Bhanar sal, Moist 

mixed deciduous forest and the Savanah woodland. 

Asian Waterbird Census (AWC): 
A waterbird survey conducted in the Upper Kuttanad region of Kerala has recorded 16,767 birds 

of 47 continental and local species. The survey, conducted as part of the annual Asian Waterbird Census, 

has spotted three new species — Greater flamingo, Grey-headed lapwing, and Blue-cheeked bee-eater. 

AWC: 

 Asian Waterbird Census is an annual event in which thousands of volunteers across Asia and 

Australasia count waterbirds in the wetlands of their country. This event happens every January. 

This event is coordinated by wetlands International and forms part of global waterbird monitoring 

programme called the International Waterbird Census (IWC). 

 Asian Waterbird Census (AWC) was started in the year 1987. Its main focus is to monitor the 

status of waterbirds and the wetlands. AWC also aims to create public awareness on various issues 

concerning wetlands and waterbird conservation. Each year the census is carried out as a 

voluntary activity. 

 In India, the AWC is annually coordinated by the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) and 

Wetlands International. 

 Waterbirds: According to Wetlands International (WI), waterbirds are defined as species of birds that are 

ecologically dependent on wetlands. These birds are considered to be an important health indicator of 

wetlands of a region. 

 


