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CONSTITUTION AND POLITY 

Article 35A and related issues 

The Supreme Court has said that it would take an “in-chamber” decision on listing of a petition 

challenging the constitutional validity of Article 35A, which provides special rights and privileges to 

permanent residents of Jammu and Kashmir. („In-chamber‟ decision refers to a process of decision making 

where the orders are issued from the Justice‟s chambers without a formal court proceeding.) 

Background: In August last year, the top court adjourned hearing on a batch of petitions challenging 

Article 35A till January this year, after taking note of submissions of the Centre and the state government 

that there was a law and order problem in the state. 

Article 35A: 

 Article 35A is a provision incorporated in the Constitution giving the Jammu and Kashmir 

Legislature a carte blanche to decide who all are „permanent residents‟ of the State and confer on 

them special rights and privileges in public sector jobs, acquisition of property in the State, 

scholarships and other public aid and welfare. 

 The provision mandates that no act of the legislature coming under it can be challenged for 

violating the Constitution or any other law of the land. 

 Article 35A was incorporated into the Constitution in 1954 by an order of the then President 

Rajendra Prasad on the advice of the Jawaharlal Nehru Cabinet. 

 The controversial Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order of 1954 followed the 

1952 Delhi Agreement entered into between Nehru and the then Prime Minister of Jammu and 

Kashmir Sheikh Abdullah, which extended Indian citizenship to the „State subjects‟ of Jammu and 

Kashmir. 

 The Presidential Order was issued under Article 370 (1) (d) of the Constitution. This provision 

allows the President to make certain “exceptions and modifications” to the Constitution for the 

benefit of „State subjects‟ of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 So, Article 35A was added to the Constitution as a testimony of the special consideration the 

Indian government accorded to the „permanent residents‟ of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS AND BILATERAL RELATIONS 

ILO Commission’s Future of Work Report 
The Global Commission on the Future of Work released its report which calls on governments to 

take steps to address the challenges caused by unprecedented transformations going on in the world of 

work. 

Concerns and challenges highlighted by the report: Due to the unprecedented transformational change in 

the world of work, there are several transformational challenges that are bound to occur. Artificial 

intelligence, automation and robotics will lead to job losses, as skills become obsolete. 

 Among the 10 recommendations are: 

 A universal labour guarantee that protects fundamental workers‟ rights, an adequate living wage, 

limits on hours of work and safe and healthy workplaces. 

 Guaranteed social protection from birth to old age that supports people‟s needs over the life cycle. 

 A universal entitlement to lifelong learning that enables people to skill, reskill and upskill. 

 Managing technological change to boost decent work, including an international governance 

system for digital labour platforms. 

 Greater investments in the care, green and rural economies. 

 A transformative and measurable agenda for gender equality. 

 Reshaping business incentives to encourage long-term investments. 

Global Commission on Future of Work: 

 The formation of an ILO Global Commission on the Future of Work marks the second stage in the 

ILO Future of Work Initiative. 

 Its job is to undertake an in-depth examination of the future of work that can provide the analytical 

basis for the delivery of social justice in the 21st century. 

 Its job also includes identifying the key challenges facing the world of work and making practical 

recommendations about how these may be addressed in the future. 

Global Talent Competitive Index 2019: 
Global Talent Competitive Index (GTCI) for 2019 has been released. GTCI, launched in 2013, is 

an annual benchmarking report that measures the ability of countries to compete for talent. It is released by 
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INSEAD business school in partnership with Tata Communications and Adecco Group. The report 

measures levels of Global Talent Competitiveness by looking at 68 variables such as ease of hiring, gender 

earnings gap, and prevalence of training in firms. 

 India‟s performance: 

 Ranked at 80. 

 India‟s biggest challenge is to improve its ability to attract and retain talent. 

 There is a need to address its poor level of Internal Openness in particular with respect to weak 

gender equality and low tolerances towards minorities and immigrants. 

 Global performance: 

 Switzerland followed by Singapore, the US, Norway and Denmark were in the top five on the list. 

 China emerged as the best performer among the BRICS countries, with an overall position of 

45th. 

IMF growth Prospects for India 

The World Economic Outlook of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has given the following 

prospects about the growth trends for India: 

 IMF has retained its growth projection for the country at 7.5 per cent for 2019-20 and said it is 

likely to accelerate to 7.7 per cent in 2020-21. This brings cheers for India as the world growth 

rates have been revised downwards. 

 India will remain the fastest-growing economy in the world, at least for the next two years. 

 India‟s growth rate is poised to pick up in 2019, benefiting from low oil prices and a slower pace 

of monetary tightening than previously expected as inflation pressures ease. 

 The projection by IMF is higher than the Central Statistics Office‟s (CSO) estimate of 7.2 per cent 

and lower than the RBI‟s estimate of 7.4 per cent. IMF‟s estimates are in line with the World 

Bank‟s estimate of 7.3 per cent. 

China‟s GDP growth on the decline 

The GDP figures from China shows that it recorded its lowest growth rate in 28 years at 6.6 per 

cent in 2018. IMF had estimated growth rate of 6.6 per cent in 2018 and 6.2 per cent in 2019 and 2020. As 

a result, India is poised to be the fastest-growing economy in the world, at least for the next two years. 

 

GOVERNANCE, WELFARE SCHEMES 

Pravasi Teerth Darshan Yojana 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Pravasi Teerth Darshan Yojana. The features of the 

Pravasi Teerth Darshan Yojana are: 

 A group of Indian diaspora will be taken on a government-sponsored tour of religious places in 

India twice a year. 

 The first batch of 40 people participated in the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2019 held in Varanasi. 

 Those selected would be taken to religious places of all major religions in India. 

 The government will bear all the expenses including the airfare from their country of residence. 

 People of Indian-origin aged 45 to 65 can apply and avail the benefits under the scheme. 

 The Scheme accords first preference to people from Girmitiya countries such as Mauritius, Fiji, 

Suriname, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, and Jamaica. 

Girmitiya countries 

 Girmitiya‟s are the descendants of indentured Indian labourers brought to Fiji, Mauritius, South 

Africa, East Africa, the Malay Peninsula, Caribbean and South America (Trinidad and Tobago, 

Guyana and Suriname) to work on sugarcane plantations for the prosperity of the European 

settlers. 

 The term Girmitiya was coined by the father of the nation, Mahatma Gandhi who referred to 

himself as first Girmitiya. The countries where these indentured Indian labourers settled are 

known as Girmitiya countries.  

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: DEFENCE 

Indigenous Defence Production - Tejas Case 
The polarising debate in recent times over defence acquisitions has raised questions about 

indigenous defence production. A key proposal in this regard, is Tejas, the indigenous Light Combat 
Aircraft, which is getting delayed due to procedural challenges. 

Tejas:  



 

 
 
3 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS       24 January 2019 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: 8984111101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

 The Tejas, or „radiance‟, is an indigenous fighter aircraft. 

 It is the smallest lightweight, multi-role, single-engine tactical fighter aircraft in the world. 

 It is designed jointly by the Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) in partnership with 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). 

 This works as per the Air Staff Requirement (ASR) issued by the Indian Air Force (IAF) in 1985. 

 At all stages, the IAF has wholeheartedly participated and supported in this vital indigenous 

design and development project. 

Why is the delay in production? 

 The ADA, the design authority for Tejas, incorporates design changes based on observations made 

during test flights. 

 The ADA makes all such changes in consultation with HAL and other agencies. These changes 

are issued as “change notices” with requisite documentation and manufacturing technology. 

 While the IAF participates in all these consultations, it is not authorised to issue “change notices”. 

But Tejas production is getting delayed due to the IAF changing specifications. 

 HAL blames the IAF for changing specifications as the IAF is a customer and it can only issue the 

ASR. 

 It is the HAL, as the original equipment manufacturer, which has to issue the specifications of the 

aircraft and its components. 

Challenges:  

 The production of Tejas aircraft is very different and complex because the aircraft is still at the 

design and development stage. 

 The standard of preparation of an aircraft defines its capability, which is just evolving for Tejas. 

 This requires a production capability with a robust supply chain supported by competent sub-

vendors to help HAL production line to quickly adapt to such changes. 

 So HAL needs to bring in institutional flexibility to quickly adapt its production line to such 

evolving changes during the design and development phase of Tejas or any subsequent aircraft. 

 In all, the IAF and HAL have to work together for indigenous aircraft production process to be 

smooth. 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

 

‘Size India’ project 

The Clothing Manufacturers Association of India (CMAI) will work with the Union Ministry of 

Textiles in the “Size India” project, which is expected to be launched next month. CMAI will conduct a 

study across India to arrive at standard sizes. 

„Size India‟ project: 

 The „Size India‟ project will help create a India-specific size chart for the textiles and garment 

industry. 

 Aim: To arrive at standard Indian sizes for apparels. 

 Significance: The project will reduce overall prices and the consumers will stand to benefit from 

it. 

 Under the project, anthropometric data will be collected from 25,000 sample (with men and 

women in equal numbers) population in age group 15 to 65 years across six major cities. 

 It will create database of measurements that will result in standardized size chart which is 

representative of Indian population and can be adopted by apparel industry. 

Why have standard size? 

 Apparel retail is one of the important drivers of modern retail in India, with its total size estimated 

to be $72 billion. 

 Developed countries such as the U.S. and U.K. have standard sizes for apparels. Having standard 

sizes will reassure customers when they purchase a product, both online and at outlets, and will 

reduce wastages for the apparel manufacturers. 

 At present, large percentage of population face difficulty in finding clothes that fit them perfectly 

according to their body measurements. This is mainly due to differences in anthropometric built of 

people in different geographical regions across the country. 

Debt-to-GDP ratio of Centre and states 
The centre has released a Status Paper on Government Debt for 2017-18. 
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Key findings: 

 The Centre‟s total debt as a percentage of GDP reduced to 46.5% in 2017-18 from 47.5% as of 

March 31, 2014. 

 The total debt of the States has risen to 24% in 2017-18, and is estimated to be 24.3% in 2018-19. 

 In absolute terms, the Centre‟s total debt increased from ₹56,69,429 crore at the end of March 

2014 to ₹82,35,178 crore in 2017-18, representing a 45% increase. The total debt of the States 

increased from ₹24,71,270 crore to ₹40,22,090 crore over the same period, an increase of almost 

63%. 

 Key takeaways: 

 While the Centre is moving in the right direction in terms of meeting the N.K. Singh Committee 

recommendations on public debt, the States are moving in the opposite direction. 

 Outstanding liabilities of States have increased sharply during 2015-16 and 2016-17, following the 

issuance of UDAY bonds in these two years. 

 The increase in the debt stock at the State level is worrying because they don‟t have the 

wherewithal to service the debt if it goes beyond a certain point. They could then start getting into 

a debt trap situation. 

 Recommendations by N.K. Singh committee: 

 The N.K. Singh-headed FRBM (Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management) Review 

Committee report had recommended the ratio to be 40% for the Centre and 20% for the States, 

respectively, by 2023. 

 It said that the 60% consolidated Central and State debt limit was consistent with international 

best practices, and was an essential parameter to attract a better rating from the credit ratings 

agencies. 

Godavari-Cauvery link project 
The Union Minister for Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation Nitin 

Gadkari announced that the Centre would soon take up a major project to Link Rivers Godavari and 

Cauvery. The detailed project report for linking rivers Godavari-KrishnaPennar-Cauvery has been finalized 

and will be presented before the cabinet soon for approval. 

Objectives of the Project 

 The project aims to make good use of about 1100 tmc ft of Godavari water that is currently getting 

drained into the Bay of Bengal. 

 The project would take the water from river Godavari to the tail end of Tamil Nadu. 

 The government aims to raise finances for the project either from the World Bank or the Asian 

Development Bank as the project cost is about Rs 50,000 crore to Rs 60,000 crore. 

 The government aims to address the water deficit being faced and the resulting water dispute 

among the riparian states of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Union Territory of Puducherry 

over sharing of the water from river Cauvery. 

 The project would use low thickness steel pipes with a special treatment for linking Godavari and 

Cauvery rather than canals as it results in water loss due to evaporation losses. The use of use low 

thickness steel pipes would also aid in reducing the project costs. 

 


