
 

 
 
1 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS        15- 18 February 2019 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: 8984111101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

NATIONAL SOCIAL ISSUES- WOMEN, POPULATION, URBANISATION, 

EMPOWERMENT ETC 

Personal Laws (Amendment) Bill 2019 

The Parliament has passed the Personal Laws (Amendment Bill), 2018 that seeks to remove leprosy 

as a ground for divorce. Leprosy is being removed as a ground for divorce as it is now a curable 

disease as against the earlier notion of it being incurable. 
Objectives of the bill: 

 To uphold the rights of people with leprosy as the disease is curable. 

 To amend five personal laws- the Hindu Marriage Act 1955, Dissolution of Muslim 

Marriages Act 1939, Divorce Act (for Christians) 1869, Special Marriage Act 1954 and the 

Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act 1956- to remove leprosy as a ground for divorce. 
Various efforts in this regard: 

 The first attempt towards eliminating the bias against people suffering from the disease was 

made in 2008 when the National Human Rights Commission had underlined the need to make 

amendments in certain personal laws and other legislations. 

 In 2010, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a Resolution on the „Elimination of 

discrimination against persons affected by leprosy and their family members‟, which was 

signed and ratified by India. 

 Subsequently, the 20th Law Commission of India in its 256th Report titled “Eliminating 

Discrimination Against Persons Affected by Leprosy” had recommended repeal of laws and 

provisions that were discriminatory against leprosy-affected people. 

 In 2014, the Supreme Court had also asked the Centre and the state governments to take the 

necessary steps for rehabilitation and integration of leprosy-affected people into the 

mainstream including the steps to repeal the provisions where leprosy has been treated as a 

stigmatic disability. 
Need for a legislation in this regard: 

 Over 110 Central and State laws discriminate against leprosy patients. These laws stigmatise 

and isolate leprosy patients and, coupled with age-old beliefs about leprosy, cause the patients 

untold suffering. 

 The biased provisions in these statutes were introduced prior to medical advancements. Now, 

modern medicine specifically, multi-drug therapy (MDT) completely cures the disease. 

Leprosy: 

 Leprosy is a chronic infectious disease caused by Mycobacterium leprae. It usually affects the 

skin and peripheral nerves, but has a wide range of clinical manifestations. 

 The disease is characterized by long incubation period generally 5-7 years and is classified as 

paucibacillary or mulitbacillary, depending on the bacillary load. Leprosy is a leading cause 
of permanent physical disability. 

 Timely diagnosis and treatment of cases, before nerve damage has occurred, is the most 

effective way of preventing disability due to leprosy. 

INDIAN HERITAGE AND CULTURE, HISTORY 

Tagore award 

President Ram Nath Kovind would be presenting the Tagore Award for Cultural Harmony to 

Rajkumar Singhajit Singh, Bangladesh cultural organisation Chhayanaut and Ram Sutar Vanji for the 
years 2014, 2015 and 2016 respectively. 

Key Facts:  

 The annual award was instituted by the Government of India during the commemoration of 

150th Birth Anniversary of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore. 

 The first Tagore Award was conferred on Pt. Ravi Shankar, the Indian Sitar Maestro in 2012 

and second was conferred on Shri Zubin Mehta in 2013. 

 The award carries an amount of Rs. 1 crore, a citation in a scroll, a plaque as well as an 

exquisite traditional handicraft/ handloom item. 

 The award is open to all persons regardless of nationality, race, language, caste, creed or sex. 

 Awardees are selected by a jury headed by the Prime Minister of India. 
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Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial (Amendment) Bill, 2018 

The Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial (Amendment) Bill, 2018 was recently passed in Lok Sabha. 
The bill aims to address various deficiencies in the management of the National Memorial and to 

ensure that the Trust is an apolitical entity. 

Background: 

 Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial Act, 1951 provided for the erection of a National 

Memorial in memory of those killed or wounded on April 13, 1919, in Jallianwala Bagh, 
Amritsar. 

 The 1951 Act also provided for a Trust to manage the National Memorial. The Trust as per 

the 1951 Act included the Prime Minister, as Chairperson, (ii) the President of the Indian 

National Congress, (iii) the Minister in-charge of Culture, (iv) the Leader of Opposition in 
Lok Sabha, (v) the Governor of Punjab, (vi) the Chief Minister of Punjab, and (vii) three 

eminent persons nominated by the central government. 

Changes: 

 The 2018 amendment bill removes the President of the Indian National Congress as a Trustee. 

 It clarifies that when there is no Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, the leader of the single 

largest opposition party in the Lok Sabha will be the Trustee. 

 The 1951 act provided that the three eminent persons nominated by the central government 

will have a term of five years and will be eligible for re-nomination. The 2018 bill added a 

clause to allow the central government to terminate the term of a nominated trustee before the 

expiry of his term without assigning any reason. 

CONSTITUTION AND POLITY 

National Commission for Safai Karmacharis 

The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal for Extension of tenure of the National Commission for 
Safai Karmacharis(NCSK) beyond 31.3.2019 for three years. 

Background: 

 The NCSK was established in the year 1993 as per the provisions of the NCSK Act 1993 

initially for the period upto 1997. 

 Later the validity of the Act was initially extended upto 2002 and thereafter upto 2004. The 

NCSK Act ceased to have effect from 2004. 

 After that the tenure of the NCSK has been extended as a non-statutory body from time to 

time. The tenure of the present Commission is upto 31.3.2019. 

Role of NCSK: 

 Recommend to the Government regarding specific programmes for welfare of Safai 

Karamcharis, study and evaluate the existing welfare programmes for SafaiKaramcharis, 
investigate cases of specific grievances etc. 

 Also as per the provisions of the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their 

Rehabilitation Act, the NCSK has been assigned the work to monitor the implementation of 

the Act, tender advice for its effective implementation to the Centre and State Governments 
and enquire into complaints regarding contravention/non-implementation of the provisions of 

the Act. 

 Major impact: 

 The major beneficiaries of the proposal would be the Safai Karamcharis and persons engaged 

in manual scavenging in the country since the NCSK will work for their welfare and 

upliftment. 

 Though the Government has taken many steps for the upliftment of the SafaiKaramcharis, the 

deprivation suffered by them in socio-economic and educational terms is still far from being 

eliminated. Further the practice of manual scavenging is still prevalent in the country and its 
eradication continues to be an area of the highest priority for the Government. 

Citizenship, Triple Talaq Bills Lapse in Rajya Sabha as House Adjourns Sine Die 

The contentious Citizenship (amendment) Bill and the one on banning triple talaq are set to lapse on 
June 3 when the term of the present Lok Sabha ends as they could not be passed in the Rajya Sabha 

which has adjourned sine die. The Budget session was the last Parliament session of the present 

government. The 17th Lok Sabha has to be constituted before June 3. 
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Lapse of a bill in Parliament:  

 A bill originated in the Lok Sabha but pending in the Lok Sabha – lapses. 

 A bill originated and passed by the Rajya Sabha but pending in Lok Sabha – lapses. 

 A bill originated and passed by the Lok Sabha but pending in the Rajya Sabha – lapses. 

 A bill originated in the Rajya Sabha and returned to that House by the Lok Sabha with 

amendments and still pending in the Rajya Sabha on the date of the dissolution of Lok Sabha- 
lapses. 

Cases when a bill does not lapse: 

 A bill pending in the Rajya Sabha but not passed by the Lok Sabha does not lapse. 

 If the president has notified the holding of a joint sitting before the dissolution of Lok Sabha, 

does not lapse. 

 A bill passed by both Houses but pending assent of the president does not lapse. 

 A bill passed by both Houses but returned by the president for reconsideration of Rajya Sabha 

does not lapse. 

 Some pending bills and all pending assurances that are to be examined by the Committee on 

Government Assurances do not lapse on the dissolution of the Lok Sabha. 

GOVERNANCE- WELFARE SCHEMES, E-GOVERNANCE, SERVICES ETC. 

e-AUSHADHI portal 
Ministry of State (IC) for AYUSH, launched the e-AUSHADHI portal, for online licensing of 

Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and Homoeopathy drugs and related matters. 

Key facts: 

 e-AUSHADHI portal is intended for increased transparency, improved information 

management facility, improved data usability and increased accountability. 

 Timelines will be fixed for processing of application through this portal with SMS and e-mail 

status updates at each step of the process. 

 It will provide real-time information of the licensed manufactures and their products, 

cancelled and spurious drugs, contact details of the concerned authority for specific 
grievances. 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana – Urban 

Government has launched a Mobile App to Allow Beneficiaries to Capture & Upload Photographs of 

Completed Houses under PMAY- U. 
PMAY- Urban: 

 The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) Programme launched by the Ministry of Housing 

and Urban Poverty Alleviation (MoHUPA), in Mission mode envisions provision of Housing 

for All by 2022, when the Nation completes 75 years of its Independence. 

 The Mission seeks to address the housing requirement of urban poor including slum dwellers 

through following programme verticals: 

o Slum rehabilitation of Slum Dwellers with participation of private developers using 

land as a resource. 

o Promotion of Affordable Housing for weaker section through credit linked subsidy. 
o Affordable Housing in Partnership with Public & Private sectors. 

o Subsidy for beneficiary-led individual house construction /enhancement. 

 Key facts: 

 The beneficiaries are poor and people living under EWS and LIG categories in the country. 

 The scheme is divided into three phases. In the first phase, a total of 100 cities will be covered 

from April 2015 to March 2017. In phase two, 200 cities will be covered from April 2017 to 

March 2019. In the third phase, the leftover cities will be covered from April 2019 to March 

2022. 

 The government is providing an interest subsidy of 6.5% on housing loans which can be 

availed by beneficiaries for 15 years from start of loan date. 

 The government will grant Rs 1 lakh to all the beneficiaries of the scheme. In addition, Rs 1.5 

lakh will be given to all eligible urban poor who want to construct their houses in urban areas 

or plan to go for renovation in their existing houses. One can also avail loans under this 

scheme to build toilets in existing houses. 
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Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-Dhan (PM- SYM) 

The PM Shram Yogi Maan-Dhan (PM-SYM) has been rolled out by the Ministry of Labour and 
Employment from. 15th Feb, 2019. 

PM-SYM:  

 PM-SYM will be a Central Sector Scheme administered by the Ministry of Labour and 

Employment and implemented through Life Insurance Corporation of India and CSCs. 

 LIC will be the Pension Fund Manager and responsible for Pension pay out. 

 The amount collected under PM-SYM pension scheme shall be invested as per the investment 

pattern specified by GoI. 
Eligibility Criteria 

 The unorganised workers mostly engaged as home based workers, street vendors, mid-day 

meal workers, head loaders, brick kiln workers, cobblers, rag pickers, domestic workers, 

washer men, rickshaw pullers, landless labourers, etc. whose monthly income is Rs 15,000/ 
per month or less and belong to the entry age group of 18-40 years are eligible for the scheme. 

 They should not be covered under New Pension Scheme (NPS), Employees‟ State Insurance 

Corporation (ESIC) scheme or Employees‟ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO). 

 Further, he/she should not be an income tax payer. 

Salient Features of PM-SYM 
Pension Pay out 

 Once the beneficiary joins the scheme at the entry age of 18-40 years, the beneficiary has to 

contribute till 60 years of age. 

 On attaining the age of 60 years, the subscriber will get the assured monthly pension of 

Rs.3000/- with benefit of family pension, as the case may be. 

Family Pension 

 During the receipt of pension, if the subscriber dies, the spouse of the beneficiary shall be 

entitled to receive 50% of the pension received by the beneficiary as family pension. 

 Family pension is applicable only to spouse. 

Contribution by the Subscriber 

 The subscriber‟s contributions to PM-SYM shall be made through „auto-debit‟ facility from 

his/ her savings bank account/ Jan- Dhan account. 

 The subscriber is required to contribute the prescribed contribution amount from the age of 

joining PM-SYM till the age of 60 years. 

Matching contribution by the Central Government   

 PM-SYM is a voluntary and contributory pension scheme on a 50:50 basis where prescribed 

age-specific contribution shall be made by the beneficiary and the matching contribution by 
the Central Government. 

 For example, if a person enters the scheme at an age of 29 years, he is required to contribute 

Rs 100/ – per month till the age of 60 years. 

 An equal amount of Rs 100/- will be contributed by the Central Government. 

Enrolment Process 

 The enrolment will be carried out by all the Community Service Centers (CSCs). 

 The subscriber will be required to have a mobile phone, savings bank account and Aadhaar 

number. 

 The eligible subscriber may visit the nearest CSCs and get enrolled for PM-SYM using Aadhaar 

number and savings bank account/ Jan-Dhan account number on self-certification basis. 

Facilitation Centres 

 All the branch offices of LIC, the offices of ESIC/EPFO and all Labour offices of Central and 

State Governments will facilitate the unorganised workers about the Scheme. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS- BILATERAL, GROUPINGS, ORGANISATIONS 

Government liberalizes the e-Visa regime 

The e-tourist visa, introduced in September 2014 with 46 countries, has now been made applicable for 
166 countries. Recently, government made series of amendments in the e-visa regime, liberalising it 

further and making it more tourist friendly. 
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Important modifications made are highlighted as under: 

 Duration of stay in India of e-Tourist and e-Business Visas is maximum upto 1 Year with 

multiple entry subject to the stay stipulations. 

 Also, the existing restriction of allowing foreigner for a maximum of three times has also 

been removed. 

Changes in e-Tourist Visa: 

 On e-Tourist Visa continuous stay during each visit shall not exceed 90 days in case of 

nationals of all countries who are eligible for grant of e-visa except nationals of USA, UK, 

Canada and Japan. 

 In case of nationals of USA, UK, Canada and Japan continuous stay during each visit shall 

not exceed 180 days. 

 In all cases no registration will be required. 

 Changes in e-Business Visa: 

 Continuous stay during each visit shall not exceed 180 days in case of nationals of all 

countries who are eligible for grant of e-visa. 

 No registration will be required if the stay is for a period of less than 180 days. 

 Other changes: 

 e-Visa is valid for entry through 2 (two) more designated Airports (Bhubaneswar and Port 

Blair) raising the total number of such airports to 28. 

 Attending Destination wedding under normal e-Tourist visa or Tourist visa- No separate 

category of Destination Wedding Visa 

 Foreign nationals who fall sick during their stay in India can now avail medical treatment 

without converting their visa into Medical Visa. This would take care of sudden medical 

emergencies. 

 Visa-on-Arrival facility extended to the nationals of the Republic of Korea. 

MFN status revoked from Pakistan:  
India has revoked the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status of Pakistan (bestowed in 1996) and 

warned of more measures in response to its support for terrorist groups targeting India. 

Most Favoured Nation status:  

 Most Favoured Nation is a treatment accorded to a trade partner to ensure non-discriminatory 

trade between two countries vis-a-vis other trade partners. 

 The importance of MFN is shown in the fact that it is the first clause in the General 

Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). Under WTO rules, a member country cannot 

discriminate between its trade partners. If a special status is granted to a trade partner, it must 

be extended to all members of the WTO. 
Exemptions:  

 Right to engage in Free Trade Agreements: This means members can participate in regional 

trade agreements or free trade agreements where there is discrimination between member 

countries and non-member countries. 

 Members can give developing countries special and differential treatment like greater market 

access. This special concession are in different forms like reduced tariff rates from developing 
country imports, concessions that allows developing countries to give subsidies to their 

production sectors etc. 

Advantages of MFN:  

 MFN status is extremely gainful to developing countries. The clear up sides are access to a 

wider market for trade goods, reduced cost of export items owing to highly reduced tariffs 

and trade barriers. These essentially lead to more competitive trade. 

 MFN also cuts down bureaucratic hurdles and various kinds of tariffs are set at par for all 

imports. It then increases demands for the goods and giving a boost to the economy and 
export sector. 

 It also heals the negative impact caused to the economy due to trade protectionism. This irks 

the domestic industry. 
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 A country that grants MFN on imports will have its imports provided by the most efficient 

supplier. This may not be the case if tariffs differ by country. 

 Granting MFN has domestic benefits: having one set of tariffs for all countries simplifies the 

rules and makes them more transparent. It also lessens the frustrating problem of having to 
establish rules of origin to determine which country‟s part of the product (that may contain 

parts from all over the world) must be attributed to for customs purpose. 

 As MFN clause promotes non-discrimination among countries, they also tend to promote the 

objective of free trade in general. 

Disadvantages of MFN: The main disadvantage is that the country has to give the same treatment to 
all other trade partners who are members of the WTO. This translates into a price war and 

vulnerability of the domestic industry as a result. The country is not able to protect domestic industry 

from the cheaper imports and in this price war, some domestic players have to face heavy losses or 
growth restrictions. 

Impact of the Revocation:  

 Revoking it means India can levy whatever import tariffs it wants. India can now make it very 

expensive for Pakistan to export its goods or services to India. 

 So far, India has only revoked the MFN status. It has not altered the import duties on 

Pakistan. However, if it does hike them, then this will likely have an impact on that country. 

 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

LADIS – Least Available Depth Information System 
Moving a step ahead towards ensuring optimum use of National Waterways, the Inland Waterways 

Authority of India (IWAI) has launched a new portal LADIS – Least Available Depth Information 

System. 
LADIS and its significance: 

 Initially LAD information will be available for NW-1, NW-2, Indo-Bangladesh Protocol route 

and NW-3, along with the date of survey. The facility will be expanded to other NWs also. 

 LADIS will ensure that real-time data on least available depths is disseminated for ship/barge 

and cargo owners so that they can undertake transportation on NWs in a more planned way. 

 Details of LAD will be fed into the portal by respective surveyors and regional incharge 

deputed with IWAI survey vessels which constantly move on NWs. 

Significance: 

 IWAI has designed LADIS to facilitate the day to day operations of inland vessels plying on 

National Waterways and to avoid any hindrance in service and operation. 

 An assured depth of waterway is required for seamless movement of vessels. If real time 

information is made available regarding LADs in stretches of various NWs, it will help 
transporters by guiding them on the suitability of time of movement. 

 It will enhance credibility and efficiency of information sharing to achieve seamless 

operations on National Waterways, besides pre-empting problems that may occur during 

movement of vessels. 

Vande Bharat Express 

Vande Bharat Express was recently flagged off by PM. 

Key Facts: 

 It is India‟s first indigenously built engineless semi-high speed train. Earlier, it was known by 

the name Train 18. 

 It runs between Delhi and Varanasi at a maximum speed of 160 kmph. 

 It has been built by the Integral Coach Factory, Chennai, in a record time of 20 months. 

 The train is a 100% „Make in India‟ project and is claimed to be built at half the cost of a 

similar train set that is imported. 

 It is energy-efficient as its coaches will be fitted with LED lights. Coaches will have 

automatic doors and retractable footsteps. 

 It will be inter-connected with fully sealed gangways along with a GPS-based Passenger 

Information System. It is provided with Bio toilets. 
 



 

 
 
7 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS        15- 18 February 2019 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: 8984111101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

ENVIRONMENT- CONSERVATION, BIO-DIVERSITY AND ISSUES 

Actions undertaken to tackle climate change 
The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has released a publication titled 

“India – Spearheading Climate Solutions” on climate actions in India. The publication mentions the 

key initiatives undertaken by India under various sectors towards combating and adapting to climate 

change. 
Major initiatives of the Government towards combating climate change: 

 National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC): The Action plan covers eight major 

missions on Solar, Enhanced Energy Efficiency, Sustainable Habitat, Water, Sustaining the 

Himalayan Ecosystem, Green India, Sustainable Agriculture and Strategic Knowledge on 
Climate Change. 

 International Solar Alliance (ISA): ISA was jointly launched by the Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, and the then President of France, Francois Hollande in Paris on the side-lines of CoP 

21 in 2015. The vision and mission of the alliance is to provide a dedicated platform  for 
cooperation among solar resource rich countries that lie completely or partial between the 

Tropics of Capricorn & Cancer. 

 State Action Plan on Climate Change (SAPCC): State governments have drafted climate 

strategies aligned with the eight National Missions under the NAPCC. The strategies focus on 

issues ranging from climate mitigation, energy efficiency, and resource conservation to 
climate adaptation. 

 FAME Scheme for E-mobility: Union Government in April 2015 launched Faster Adoption 

and Manufacturing of Hybrid and Electric vehicles (FAME) – India Scheme with an aim to 

boost sales of eco-friendly vehicles in the country. It is a part of the National Mission for 
Electric Mobility. 

 Atal Mission for Rejuvenation & Urban Transformation (AMRUT) for Smart Cities. 

 Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana: The scheme provides LPG connections to five crore below-

poverty-line beneficiaries. The connections are given in the name of women beneficiaries to 

reduce their dependence on fossil fuels and conventional fuel like cow dung for cooking food, 
thus reducing air pollution. 

 UJALA scheme: The scheme was launched by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi in January 

2015 with a target of replacing 77 crore incandescent lamps with LED bulbs. The usage of 

LED bulbs will not only result in reducing electricity bills but also help in environment 

protection. 

 Swachh Bharat Mission: Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Movement) is a campaign that 

was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on October 2, 2014. The campaign seeks to 

clean the streets, roads and infrastructure of the country‟s 4041 statutory cities and towns. 

Dolphin census 
Annual Dolphin census was recently carried out in Odisha by the state‟s forest and environment 

department. The census covered important aquatic ecosystems in the state including the Chilika lake, 

India‟s largest brackish water lagoon, spread over the Puri, Khurda and Ganjam districts, the 
Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary and its nearby areas within the Bhitarkanika National Park in 

Kendrapara district, Balasore district and the mouth of the Rushukulya River in Ganjam district. 

Important findings: 

 Population declined from 469 in 2018 to 259 this year. The reduction in the number of 

dolphins compared to last year could be due to the migration of species from the Chilika Lake 
and other water bodies to the deep sea. 

 Gahirmatha is the home of the state‟s largest dolphin population, having 126 animals. More 

dolphins were found in Gahirmatha than Chilika due to its bigger areas.  

 After Gahirmatha, Chilika had the next largest population at 113, followed by the Rushukulya 

River in Ganjam district, with 15 dolphins and finally, Balasore, with 5 individuals. 

 The dolphin species sighted during the state-wide census included the Irrawaddy, the Bottle 

Nose and the Humpback. 

Key facts: Dolphins have been included in Schedule I of the Indian Wild Life (Protection) Act 1972, 

in Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), in Appendix 
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II of the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and categorised as „Endangered‟ on the 

International Union for the Conservation of Nature‟s (IUCN) Red List. 

World Sustainable Development Summit 

The World Sustainable Development Summit 2019 is being held in New Delhi. It is organized by The 

Energy and Resources Institute – TERI. 

World Sustainable Development Summit: 

 The World Sustainable Development Summit is the annual flagship event of The Energy and 

Resources Institute (TERI). 

 World Sustainable Development Summit is the sole Summit on global issues taking place in 

the developing world. 

 It provides a platform for global leaders and practitioners to discuss and deliberate over 

climatic issues of universal importance. 

 It strives to provide long-term solutions for the benefit of the global community by 

assembling the world‟s most enlightened leaders and thinkers on a single platform. 

 It is continuing the legacy of Delhi Sustainable Development Summit (DSDS) which was 

initiated in 2001 with the aim of making „sustainable development‟ a globally shared goal. 

The Energy and Resources Institute – TERI: 
The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) is a leading think tank dedicated to conducting research 

for sustainable development of India and the Global South. TERI was established in 1974 as an 

information centre on energy issues. However, over the following decades, it made a mark as a 

research institute, whose policy and technology solutions transformed people‟s lives and the 
environment. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY- EVERYDAY SCIENCE, SPACE, NUCLEAR, DEFENCE 

ETC 

NASA’s Mars Rover Opportunity Concludes a 15-Year Mission 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) announced that its Mars Mission, 

Opportunity has come to an end. This marked the conclusion of the 15-year saga. The decision to end 
the mission was made after all the efforts to restore contact with the Opportunity Mars rover didn‟t 

yield desired results. 

 A historic global dust storm reached the location of the Opportunity rover on Mars. The storm 

darkened the skies and cut off of the rover‟s solar power. All the efforts of NASA to restore 

the rover did not yield positive results. 

 Things worsened with the onset of the winter at the location of the Opportunity rover. The 

reduced sunlight and colder temperatures during winter made it unlikely for the recovery of 

the Opportunity rover. 

About the Mission: 

 Opportunity was the second of the twin Mars Exploration Rovers to land on Mars in January 

2004. 

 It landed 90 days after its twin rover Spirit landed. Spirit landed at Gusev Crater and 

Opportunity landed on the opposite side of Mars at Meridiani Planum. 

 NASA expected 90-day lifetimes for the rovers. Both Opportunity and Spirit far exceeded 

their expected lifetime. 

 Spirit‟s mission ended in May 2011 after travelling eight kilometres and Opportunity had 

logged 45 kilometres before losing contact in June 2018. 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

 
The difference between ‘Who are you’ and ‘What you 

want to be’ is ‘What you do’. 


