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National Forest Policy 

India’s environment ministry has unveiled a 
draft of the new National Forest Policy. 

National Forest Policy will be an overarching 
policy for forest management, with the aim of 
bringing a minimum of one-third of India’s 
total geographical area under forest or tree 
cover. 

The first National Forest Policy in independent 
India took effect in 1952, with the second 
edition in 1988. 

At present, India’s forest and tree cover is 
estimated to be about 24.39% of the country’s 
total geographical area. 

Proposals in NFP 2018: 

It proposes to restrict schemes and projects 
which interfere with forests that cover steep 
slopes, catchments of rivers, lakes, and 
reservoirs, geologically unstable terrain and 
such other ecologically sensitive areas. 

It also suggests setting up of two national-
level bodies—National Community Forest 
Management (CFM) Mission and National 
Board of Forestry (NBF)—for better 
management of the country’s forests. 

NBF needs to be headed by the central 
minister in charge of forests. 

The draft calls for state boards of forestry 
headed by state ministers in charge of forests 
to be established for ensuring inter-sectoral 
convergence, simplification of procedures, 
conflict resolution, among other things. 

The latest draft of National Forest Policy has 
omitted any reference to a green tax or a 
national stream revival programme. It 
continues to speak about private participation 
in forest management. 

Public-private participation models will be 
developed for undertaking afforestation and 
reforestation activities in degraded forest 
areas and forest areas available with forest  

 

development corporations and outside 
forests. 

It continues with the target of having 33% of 
India’s geographical area under forest and 
tree cover. 

In the hills and mountainous regions, the aim 
will be to maintain two-thirds of the area 
under forest and tree cover. 

 

 

Preparing itself to deal with a potential 
asteroid impact, NASA has drawn up plans to 
build a huge nuclear spacecraft, named 
Hammer spacecraft, that is capable of 
shunting or blowing up dangerous space rocks 
and safeguarding life on Earth. 

Hammer spacecraft: 

The spacecraft named HAMMER 
(Hypervelocity Asteroid Mitigation Mission 
for Emergency Response) is an eight tonne 
spaceship which could deflect a giant space 
rock, if it happens to hit Earth. 

It was devised by top experts, including the 
National Nuclear Security Administration 
(NNSA), and two Energy Department 
weapons labs. 

The spacecraft has two ways of dispatching an 
asteroid collision threat. The first involves 
hitting the asteroid, and then steering it off-
course so it doesn’t end up hitting Earth. 

The second – and more dangerous – would 
see the HAMMER detonating its on-board 
nuclear warhead to change the asteroid’s 
course. 

Earth is hit by asteroids with surprising 
regularity but most are too small to do much 
damage or fall in unpopulated areas. NASA’s 
Centre for Near-Earth Object Studies now lists 
73 asteroids which have a one in 1,600 chance 
of hitting the Earth. 

Application: 

The new spacecraft could be useful in 2035, 
when scientists say there is a 1 in 2,700 chance 
the BENNU asteroid will hit us. The space 

“When you’re committed to something, you accept no excuses – only results.” Kenneth H. 
Blanchard 

GOVERNMENT UNVEILS DRAFT NATIONAL FOREST 
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NASA PLANS TO BUILD A HUGE NUCLEAR 

SPACECRAFT: HAMMER 



 

 

 

2 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS         17-18 MAR 18 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: (0674) 6511101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

boulder is currently circling the sun at 
63,000mph, and has a very slim chance of 
plummeting into Earth. BENNU is around 
500m in diameter. 

Every 6 years, BENNU’S orbit brings it within 
200,000 miles of the Earth, which means it has 
a high probability of impacting Earth in the 
late 22nd Century. 

Although there is little risk it could hit the 
Earth, it is still considered as an NEO, or Near 
Earth Object, which would hit the planet with 
1,450 megatons of TNT. BENNU’S impact 
would release three times more energy than 
all nuclear weapons detonated throughout 
history. 

 

 

The Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early 
Warning System (RIMES), an UN-registered 
agency will collaborate with Odisha State 
Disaster Management Authority (OSDMA) to 
strengthen its quality, prediction ability and 
response capacity. 

RIMES will provide technical support to 
OSDMA regarding analysis of data to be 
generated through automatic weather 
stations being installed in all the gram 
panchayats, validation of the forecast, early 
warning and preparedness for lightening, heat 
wave, flood, draught and Tsunami. 

It would enhance the warning response 
capacities of the OSDMA by imparting 
specialized expert training. It will also help to 
develop a one-stop risk management system 
for all OSDMA needs- integration of multiple 
data database/servers. 

RIMES: 

RIMES, an inter-governmental body registered 
under the United Nations. It is being owned 
and managed by 45 collaborating countries in 
Asia Pacific and Africa Region.  

The programme unit of the agency is located 
in Thailand. 

RIMES evolved from the efforts of countries in 
Africa and Asia, in the aftermath of the 2004 
Indian Ocean tsunami, to establish a regional 
early warning system within a multi-hazard 

framework for the generation and 
communication of early warning information, 
and capacity building for preparedness and 
response to trans-boundary hazards. 

At present, India is chairing RIMES. 

 

 

The indigenous Air Independent Propulsion 
(AIP) module is in an advanced stage of trials. 

It enhances the ability of submarines to stay 
underwater. 

It is being developed by the Defence Research 
and Development Organisation (DRDO). 

All Scorpène submarines will be equipped with 
it in due course. 

The AIP module will be installed on the 
submarines during upgrades. 

Six Scorpene submarines are being made at 
Mazagon Dock Limited under technology 
transfer from France. 

Scorpene submarines: 

The Scorpene-class submarines are a class of 
diesel-electric attack submarines. In 2005, the 
Indian Navy ordered six Scorpene-class 
submarines. 

The first Scorpene submarine, named INS 
Kalvari, was undocked for the purpose of 
starting sea trials in April 2015. 

After extensive sea trials, Kalvari was 
commissioned into the Indian Navy on 14 
December 2017. 

 

 

The central government’s ambitious vehicle 
scrapping policy will become compulsory for 
all commercial vehicles from 2020 onwards 
and their life will be capped at 20 years 

The plan is to try and get the GST Council to 
consider a lower goods and services tax, or 
GST, on new commercial vehicles bought 
against a scrapped one, from the current rate 
of 28% to between 12% and 18% 

RIMES COLLABORATE WITH OSDMA FOR DISASTER 

MANAGEMENT 

AIP TECHNOLOGY FOR SUBMARINES 

GOVERNMENT TO IMPLEMENT VEHICLE SCRAPPING 

POLICY FROM 2020 
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Once the cabinet approves the scheme, and 
till the deadline of 2020 when it kicks in, 
owners of vehicles older than 20 years can 
voluntarily scrap their vehicles and receive a 
discount on the purchase of a new one. 

The road ministry has been directed to put up 
a proposal before the cabinet within the next 
three months, detailing the scheme. The 
government expects 350,000 vehicles to be 
scrapped in the next two to three years. 

It will not only help curb pollution but will also 
improve safety on the roads. Besides other 
benefits will also accrue from recycling of 
scrap. 

China managed to remove 340,000 vehicles 
that were over 10 years old from its roads in 
2016 by providing monetary incentives to 
owners to replace them with new ones 

 

 

Scientists at the ICAR-Central Institute for 
Research on Buffaloes (CIRB) have produced 
cloned calf ‘HISAR GOURAV’. 

With this achievement CIRB becomes world’s 
third and India’s second institute to produce 
cloned buffalo. This achievement has been 
made under the project entitled, Cloning for 
conservation and multiplication of superior 
buffalo germplasm. 

The first successful cloning was achieved by 
the National Dairy Research Institute, Karnal in 
2010. Samrupa is the world’s first Murrah 
buffalo calf cloned using a simple “Hand 
guided cloning technique”. 

CIRB: 

Central Institute for Research on Buffaloes is a 
publicly funded institute for water buffalo 
research. It is located at Hisar in the north 
Indian state of Haryana. 

It has a mandate to conserve superior animals 
of all buffalo breeds. 

It is the world’s largest buffalo research 
institute with the widest range of breeds 
under study. 

It has created the world’s first online 
Buffalopedia in several languages. 

 

The Maharashtra government has decided to 
ban the use of plastic. The changes will be 
brought in with amendments to the Solid 
Waste Management Act 2016 and the Plastic 
Carry Bags (Manufacture and Usage) Rules 
2006. 

The highlight of the ban is that both 
manufacturers and users will be penalized. 
The punishment is a fine ranging from Rs 
5,000 to Rs 25,000 and a jail term of three 
months. 

Implementation will be the responsibility of 
local bodies and the state pollution control 
board (MPCB). 

The ban would cover the production, use, 
storage, sale, distribution, import and 
transportation of plastic. The ban covers 
disposable plastic cups, plates, spoons and 
flex, but excludes garbage bin liners and PET 
bottles. 

Plastic used to cover medicines, forest and 
horticulture products, solid waste, tree 
saplings and the use of plastic in special 
economic zones for export purposes would be 
exempt from the ban. Similarly, plastic covers 
and wrappers used for manufactured and 
processed products would also be exempt. 

 

 

Meghalaya Governor Ganga Prasad’s address 
to the State Assembly in Hindi triggered 
protests among a section of the lawmakers. 

A Congress MLA staged a walkout, while 
another legislator threatened to speak in 
Khasi language during the debate on the 
Governor’s address. 

English is the preferred language in the 
Meghalaya Assembly and Garo and Khasi 
languages, though notified, are used rarely. 

There was also a discussion in the House on 
the issue. 

Leader of the Opposition Mukul Sangma said 
it would have been appropriate for the 
Governor, who had assumed office on 

ICAR-CIRB PRODUCED CLONED CALF ‘HISAR GOURAV’ 

MAHARASHTRA TO BAN PLASTIC IN THE STATE 

MEGHALAYA GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS IN HINDI 

EVOKES PROTEST 
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October 5 last year. to address the House in a 
language that everyone understood. 

Article 345 in the Constitution: Official 
language or languages of a State: Subject to 
the provisions of Article 346 and 347, the 
Legislature of a State may by law adopt any 
one or more of the languages in use in the 
State or Hindi as the language or languages to 
be used for all or any of the official purposes 
of that State: 

Provided that, until the Legislature of the 
State otherwise provides by law, the English 
language shall continue to be used for those 
official purposes within the State for which it 
was being used immediately before the 
commencement of this Constitution. 
 

 

The Union government told the SC that it will 
not touch the Ram Sethu, an underwater coral 
formation in the Indian Ocean referred in 
mythology Ramayana, for the implementation 
of the Sethusamudram Ship Channel Project. 

The government said cutting a route through 
the Ram Sethu. also known as Adam’s Bridge, 
would be a cause of”socio-economic 
disadvantage”. 

This is part of a one-page affidavit filed by the 
Shipping Ministry almost four years after the 
Supreme Court asked the government to 
“come clean” on the choice of the project’s 
route and whether it would damage the Ram 
Sethu. 

Acting on the suggestions of the Supreme 
Court, the government appointed a 
committee under R.K. Pachauri to study 
whether an alternative route to Alignment 6 
was feasible. 

• The committee was to consider if 
construction of the project was viable along 
Alignment 4A an alternative route running on 
land north of Dhanushkodi, thereby avoiding 
any chances of affecting the Ram Sethu, 

• The court then reserved its judgment until 
such time the government got Alignment 4A 
evaluated and a report submitted to it. The 
committee referred the question of Alignment 

4A to the Goa-based National Institute of 
oceanography. 

 

 

The YSR Congress has proposed a no-
confidence motion against the NDA 
government on the issue of granting special 
category status to Andhra Pradesh. The 
motion will be the first such move during the 
tenure of this NDA government. 

No-confidence motion: 

A no-confidence motion is a parliamentary 
motion which is moved in the Lok Sabha 
against the entire council of ministers, stating 
that they are no longer deemed fit to hold 
positions of responsibility due to their 
inadequacy in some respect or their failure to 
carry out their obligations. No prior reason 
needs to be stated for its adoption in the Lok 
Sabha. 

At least 50 MPs would need to stand up and 
support the move. If there are 50 MPs in 
favour, the motion is admitted and the 
speaker allots a date for discussion on the 
motion.  

The Rajya Sabha does not have a procedure 
for moving of an adjournment motion, 
censure motion or no-confidence motion 
against the Government. 

Rule 198 of the Rules of Procedure and 
Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha lays down 
the procedure for moving a Motion of No-
Confidence in the Council of Ministers. 

There is no mention of a no-confidence 
motion in the constitution. 
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