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The Centre has announced the constitution of 
a committee to revisit several provisions of 
the Companies Act, 2013 

This 10-member committee appointed by the 
Corporate Affairs Ministry has been tasked 
with checking if certain offences can be ‘de-
criminalised’ 

This is being done as some of the provisions in 
the law are so tough that even a spelling 
mistake or typographical error could be 
construed as a fraud and lead to harsh 
strictures 

The Uday Kotak panel has been tasked to 
assess whether some of the violations that 
can attract imprisonment (such as a clerical 
failure by directors to make adequate 
disclosures about their interests) may instead 
be punished with monetary fines 

It will also examine if offences punishable with 
a fine or imprisonment may be re-categorized 
as ‘acts’ that attract civil liabilities 

The committee has also been asked to 
suggest the broad contours for an 
adjudicatory mechanism that allows penalties 
to be levied for minor violations, perhaps in an 
automated manner, with minimal discretion 
available to officials 

The government hopes such changes in the 
regulatory regime would allow trial courts to 
devote greater attention to serious offences 
rather than get overloaded with cases as 
zealous officials blindly pursue prosecutions 
for even minor violations 

Industry captains had red-flagged the impact 
of such provisions on the ease of doing 
business, and investor sentiment in general. 

The rethink is perhaps triggered by the fact 
that private sector investment is yet to pick up 
steam and capital still seeks foreign shores to 
avoid regulatory risks. 

 

 

Way forward: 

The 2013 law entailed the first massive 
overhaul of India’s legal regime to govern 
businesses that had been in place since 1956 
and was borne of a long-drawn consultative 
process. 

The decision to build in harsh penalties and 
prison terms for corporate misdemeanours in 
the 2013 law was influenced by the high-
pitched anti-corruption discourse that 
prevailed in the country at that moment in 
time. 

But a trust deficit between industry and 
government owing to stray incidents of 
corporate malfeasance should not inhibit 
normal business operations. 

 

 

The Supreme Court’s Green Bench of Justices 
Madan B. Lokur and Deepak Gupta made this 
clear to the government that the people of 
this country are more important than 
anything.  

While hearing the issue of ban on import of 
petcoke — a toxic fuel used in hazardous 
industries the Supreme Court lashed out at 
the Union Ministry of Environment. 

Amicus curiae informed the Supreme Court 
that the Environment Ministry is “not 
bothered about the environment.” 

The court has been urging the government 
since December 2017 to move forward 
towards a nationwide ban on the use of 
petcoke and furnace oil to power up 
industries in a bid to fight pollution. 

The court had by then, in October last year, 
already ordered a ban on the industrial use of 
petcoke and furnace oil in Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana and Rajasthan. 

The ban on use came after an EPCA Report, 
including the ban on sale, distribution and use 
of furnace oil and petcoke in the NCR. Their 
use is already prohibited in Delhi. 

 

“You make the world a better place by making daily improvements to become the best 
version of yourself.”  Roy T. Bennett 

NATIONAL  

OVERDUE CORRECTION: ON REVISITING THE 
COMPANIES ACT 

SC LASHES OUT AT CENTRE ON POLLUTION 
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Pursuant to the Supreme Court ban, both the 
Environment Ministry and the Central 
Pollution Control Board had brought into 
“immediate effect a prohibition on the use of 
petcoke and furnace oil by any industry, 
operation or processes within the States of 
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Rajasthan until 
further orders.” 

The court had even highlighted how petcoke 
is being imported from countries like the 
United States and China, which have already 
stopped using them after due consideration of 
its harmful effects on human beings and 
environment. 

 

 

Acknowledging the problems that have been 
experienced by three Union Territories (UTs) 
in the implementation of direct benefit 
transfer (DBT) for food subsidy, the RBI has 
advised States that are planning to shift to 
cash transfer to be cautious while effecting 
the migration. 

As for the processes to be followed by States 
prior to DBT execution, the RBI has referred to 
certain pre-conditions mentioned in the 
Central government’s 2015 food subsidy rules. 

The pre-conditions include complete 
digitisation and de-duplication of the 
beneficiary database and seeding of bank 
account details and Aadhaar numbers in the 
digitised database. 

In its report on State finances, the RBI 
referred to problems such as inadequacy of 
transfers to maintain pre-DBT consumption 
levels, insufficiency of last-mile delivery 
mechanisms and a weak grievance redressal 
system. 

At present, three UTs — Puducherry, 
Chandigarh and urban areas of the Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli — are implementing the mode of 
cash transfer. 

The beneficiaries have the choice of buying 
food grains from the open market. 

In view of complaints of the poor finding it 
difficult to get rice under the DBT, the 
Puducherry government, early this year, 

approached the Centre to permit it to revert 
to the old system of supplying rice. 

On the question of whether cash transfer is an 
alternative to the public distribution system 
(PDS), the RBI has stated that the cash 
transfer mode reduced the need for large 
physical movement of food grains. 

Further, given the wide inter-State and intra-
State variations in food consumption habits, 
the DBT provides “greater autonomy” to 
beneficiaries to choose their consumption 
basket, apart from enhancing dietary 
diversity. 

Another reason for promoting the concept of 
DBT is to reduce the leakage in the PDS, as the 
Central government has to absorb a huge 
food subsidy bill under the National Food 
Security Act (NFSA). 

 

 

The outcry and ban against plastic bags and 
single-use plastic packaging holds potential 
for the jute sector. 

But more than the 100-year-old sector, 
supporting five million families at the farm and 
the industry-level, may not be in a position to 
benefit from this opportunity. 

The availability of quality raw jute and 
shrinking acreage on the one hand and the 
failure of most jute mills to modernise has left 
the sector dependent on government-support 
like packaging reservations. 

Primitive, labour-intensive cultivation methods 
and retting (drenching raw jute in water to 
extract the fibre) — a crucial determinant in 
raw jute quality — creates problems. 

It is trying to address many issues pertaining 
to the environment-friendly product. 

It is trying to engage all stakeholders –
farmers, workers, mills, research organisations 
and consumers. 

TJF (The Jute Foundation) initiative is being 
introduced for the industry to work jointly 
with research and development agencies like 
IJIRA (Indian Jute Industries’ Research 

RBI TELLS STATES TO BE CAUTIOUS IN SHIFTING TO 
DBT 

PROBLEMS FACED BY JUTE INDUSTRY 
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Association) and others to develop thin and 
slim jute shopping bags. 

West Bengal is India’s single largest raw jute 
cultivator producing almost 75 % of the crop in 
Nadia, Dinajpur, Murshidabad and North 24 
Parganas districts. 

But acreage had stagnated amid low 
productivity and falling prices of the cash 
crop. 

The I-CARE programme unveiled by the 
National Jute Board and the Jute Corporation 
of India in 2015 seeks to address this issue by 
introducing a pilot project on retting 
technologies aimed at increasing farmers’ 
returns. 

 

 

The Central Information Commission (CIC) has 
launched a newly updated version of a mobile 
app in Hindi also, – “CIC App”, which is 
available in Google Play Store and Apple store 
with the following features: 

Applicant can submit his/her 2nd Appeal(s)/ 
Complaint(s) / link paper(s) in both the 
languages i.e. in Hindi and English 

The appellant can search and trace dak, 2nd 
Appeal/Complaint in both the languages. 

Real-time status is available in both the 
languages (Hindi & English) 

Appellant can download a copy of Hearing 
notice, Facilitation memo & decision. 

Central Information Commission 

The Central Information Commission (CIC) set 
up under the Right to Information Act is the 
authorized body, established in 2005 by the 
Government of India. 

It acts upon complaints from those individuals 
who have not been able to submit information 
requests to a Central Public Information 
Officer or State Public Information Officer due 
to either the officer not have been appointed, 
or because the respective Central Assistant 
Public Information Officer or State Assistant 
Public Information Officer refused to receive 
the application for information under the RTI 
Act. 

The Commission includes 1 Chief Information 
Commissioner (CIC) and not more than 10 
Information Commissioners (IC) who are 
appointed by the President of India. 

 

 

From April 2019, names of all arms license 
holders, new or old, will be included in a 
national database and they will be issued a 
unique identification number, according to the 
Home Ministry. 

The move is aimed at keeping a tab on 
authorized private gun holders, many of 
whom are often found involved in crimes and 
celebratory firing leading to loss of lives. 

Every licensing and renewing authority will 
have to enter the data in the National 
Database of Arms Licenses system, which will 
generate a UIN, and with effect from April 1, 
2019, any arms license without UIN shall be 
considered invalid, the Ministry said in a 
notification. 

Additionally, any existing licensee holding 
multiple licenses shall on or before April 1, 
2019 make an application for grant of a single 
license in respect of all firearms held by him or 
her under his or her UIN to the concerned 
licensing authority. 

 

 

President Ram Nath Kovind’s assent to the Bill 
against witch-hunting that the Assam 
Assembly passed three years ago has 
rejuvenated the campaign of a barely literate 
65-year-old woman against superstition that 
has claimed scores of lives. It prescribes a 
prison term of up to seven years 

The legislation made every offence under the 
Act “cognizable, non-bailable and non-
compoundable.”  

The Act prescribes a prison term of up to 
seven years and up to Rs 5 lakh in fine for 
calling a person witch. It also has provisions to 
come with Section 302 of the IPC (punishment 
for murder) if someone is killed after being 
branded a witch. The punishment for leading a 

CIC BILINGUAL MOBILE APP LAUNCHED FOR 
COMPLAINTS AND APPEALS 

NATIONAL DATABASE FOR GUN LICENCE HOLDERS 

KOVIND CLEARS ASSAM BILL AGAINST WITCH-HUNT 
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person to suicide may be extended to life 
imprisonment and up to Rs 5 lakh in fine. 

 

 

 

The high thrust version of the Vikas Engine 
was successfully qualified through a ground 
test for duration of 195 seconds at ISRO 
Propulsion Complex (IPRC), TamilNadu.  

VIKAS Engine is the workhorse liquid rocket 
engine powering the second stage of India’s 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV), second 
stage and the four strap on stages of 
Geosynchronous Launch Vehicle (GSLV) and 
the twin engine core liquid stage (L110) of 
GSLV Mk-III. 

All the propulsion parameters during the tests 
were found satisfactory and closely matched 
the predictions. This ground test has validated 
the performance adequacy of the VIKAS 
Engine for its use in the upcoming second 
developmental flight of GSLV Mk-III. This 
engine will improve the payload capability of 
PSLV, GSLV and GSLV Mk-III launch vehicles. 

 

The VIKAS engine will improve the payload 
capability of PSLV, GSLV and GSLV Mk-III 
launch vehicles. 

The space agency has improved the thrust of 
the VIKAS engine that powers all of them. 

The main beneficiary of the high-thrust VIKAS 
engine is said to be the heavy-lifting GSLV-

Mark III launcher, which ISRO expects will 
now put 4,000-kg satellites to space. 

This would be the third Mk-III and the first 
working one to be designated Mk III Mission-1 
or M1. 

The first MkIII of June 2017 started with a 
3,200-kg satellite and the second one is being 
readied for lifting a 3,500-kg spacecraft. 

ISRO will phase out Vikas by replacing it first in 
Mk-III with a cleaner and safer semi-cryogenic 
engine. 

The semi-cryo engine is ready for trial; its 
stage has just been approved. 

 

 

The supersonic cruise missile BRAHMOS was 
successfully test-fired under extreme weather 
conditions, as part of the service life extension 
programme for the Army. 

The missile followed the designated trajectory 
and the key components functioned perfectly. 

BRAHMOS has again proved its all-weather 
capability, flying in sea state 7, with waves as 
high as nine meters. (Sea state is the degree 
of turbulence at sea, generally measured on a 
scale of 0 to 9 according to average wave 
height). 

BRAHMOS: 

BrahMos is a joint collaboration between India 
and Russia and is capable of being launched 
from land, sea, sub-sea and air against the 
surface and sea-based targets 

The range of the supersonic missile was 
initially capped at 290 km as per the 
obligations of the Missile Technology Control 
Regime 

Since India’s entry into the club, the range has 
been extended to 450 km and the plan is to hit 
600km. 

The Army and the Navy have already inducted 
the missile, while the air-launched variant is 
undergoing trials. 

 

*** 

HIGH THRUST VIKAS ENGINE SUCCESSFULLY 
QUALIFIED THROUGH A GROUND TEST 

SCIENCE AND TECH 

BRAHMOS TESTED IN EXTREME WEATHER 
CONDITIONS 
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