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For advancing research in the high education 
institutions, the government has approved 122 
new research projects at a cost of Rs 112 crore 
under IMPRINT-2 covering Energy, Security, 
Healthcare, Advanced Materials, ICT and 
Security/Defence domains. 

IMPRINT: 

IMPacting Research, INnovation and 
Technology (IMPRINT) is a national initiative 
of the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development (MHRD) designed to address all 
major engineering challenges relevant to India 
through an inclusive and sustainable mode of 
translational research. 

IMPRINT-2 has been approved by Government 
of India (GoI) with a revised strategy under 
which, this national initiative will be jointly 
funded and steered by MHRD and 
Department of Science and Technology (DST). 

While any faculty member from an MHRD 
funded Higher Education Institute (HEI) 
including Centrally Funded Technical 
Institution (CFTI) may lead as the Principal 
Investigator (PI), single or multiple partners 
from stake holder ministry, institutions, PSUs, 
strategic agencies and industry are welcome 
as Co-PI, partner or collaborator. 

Proposals under IMPRINT II Projects should 
(a) address any declared theme (thrust area) 
under one of the 10 domains of IMPRINT, and 
(b) connect either with already identified or 
new research topics defined by the PI under 
the same 10 domains. 

Projects proposals should provide clear and 
convincing evidence of promise for 
translational research leading to viable 
technology (product, process or prototype) 
development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Defence Minister unveiled the Defence India 
Startup Challenge, an initiative to tap startups 
for finding safe and futuristic Indian solutions 
to critical needs of the three Armed Forces. 

Ministry released a list of 11 technologies that 
the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force need, to 
begin with. 

They included remote air vehicles, laser 
weapons, secure and safe communication 
systems and bandwidth, precision targeting 
systems, sensors, and protected and informed 
movement of soldiers in battle tanks. 

Those that come up with prototypes of usable 
products would be supported with Rs. 1.5 
crore each and friendly procurement 
procedures from the Ministry under SPARK or 
Support for Prototype & Research Kickstart in 
Defence. 

Assistance for Startups: 

Startups participating under the Make-II or 
indigenous production procedure of the 
Defence Procurement Policy 2016 projects 
would be entitled to get a prototype 
development cost of up to Rs. 3 crore. 

The schemes are part of Innovations for 
Defence Excellence initiative launched at the 
DefExpo held in Kanchipuram in April. 

They would be supported by a Rs. 100-crore 
Defence Innovation Fund kick-started by 
defence PSUs Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. and 
Bharat Electronics Ltd. 

Bengaluru-based Tonbo Imaging received a 
first of its kind certificate of accord of 
approval in principle for its proposal, Night 
Fire Control System for AGS-30. 

The Defence Innovation Organization signed 
MoUs with four of five selected incubators to 
mentor entrepreneurs and small and medium 
industries to create technologies for the 
military. 

The four are the Centre for Innovation 
Incubation and Entrepreneurship, IIM 
Ahmadabad; Society for Innovation and 

“Once your mindset changes, everything on the outside will change along with it.” 
Steve Maraboli 

NATIONAL  

IMPRINT-2 

DEFENCE MINISTRY THROWS 11 CHALLENGES AT 
STARTUPS 
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Entrepreneurship, IIT Bombay; T-Hub, 
Hyderabad; and FORGE under the Coimbatore 
Innovation & Business Incubator. IIT-Madras is 
the fifth partner. 

 

 

In order to limit scope for political 
intervention, the Search-cum-Selection 
Committee has decided that the appointment 
process to be handled by UPSC through the 
ongoing process. 

The panel headed by the Cabinet Secretary 
reposed more faith in the UPSC to make the 
appointments than take it upon the 
committee itself. 

No prior consultancy was done with any of the 
10 ministries on how to go about the selection 
process. 

Therefore, the committee had no clue on how 
to select the bureaucrats. 

Also missing is the assessment criteria for 
screening individual applications, as these are 
likely to be varied as per demands of various 
ministries. 

The panel was therefore in two minds: either 
to hand over the shortlisting of candidates to 
the UPSC too or to let each ministry prune the 
applications for the UPSC’s selection 
procedure. 

In case if PM decides to hand over the 
shortlisting to the concerned ministry, one 
option would be to hand over the applications 
to a team of sectoral experts for screening. 

Those shortlisted would then be scrutinized 
by a panel of government representatives. 

Assessing a candidate’s domain knowledge 
and experience before assessing his 
motivation is a crucial task which can be 
effectively done by sectoral experts. 

Lateral Entry to bypasses Reservations for 
Field Expertise. 

The ‘lateral entry’ route will also bypass the 
UPSC system under which 15 per cent seats 
are reserved for Scheduled Castes, 7.5 per 
cent for Scheduled Tribes and 27 per cent for 
OBCs in the IAS. 

 

The government has proposed to integrate 
Bhoomi Rashi with Public Financial 
Management System (PFMS). Integration of 
Public Financial Management System (PFMS) 
with Bhoomi Rashi is one of the key 
functionalities to facilitate payment related to 
compensation for land acquisition to all the 
beneficiaries directly through the Bhoomi 
Rashi system. 

Bhoomi Rashi: 

Bhoomi Rashi, the portal developed by 
MoRTH and NIC, comprises the entire revenue 
data of the country, right down to 6.4 lakh 
villages. 

The entire process flow, from submission of 
draft notification by the State Government to 
its approval by the Hon. Minister of State for 
RT&H and publication in e-Gazette, is online. 

The portal, created for expediting the process 
of publication of notifications for LA, is now 
being fully utilised for issuing the notifications. 

Bhoomi Rashi portal has been instrumental in 
reducing the time taken for approval and 
publication of notifications pertaining to land 
acquisition. 

 PFMS: 

The Public Financial Management System 
(PFMS) is an end-to- end solution for 
processing payments, tracking, monitoring, 
accounting, reconciliation and reporting. 

It is administered by the Department of 
Expenditure. 

It is implemented by the Controller General of 
Accounts. 

Functions: 

It provides scheme managers a unified 
platform for tracking releases and monitoring 
their last mile utilisation. 

It provides platform for efficient management 
of funds through tracking of funds and real 
time reporting of expenditure and receipts 
through treasury and bank interface. 

The line ministries/departments utilise this 
platform to monitor the utilisation of funds 

LATERAL ENTRY OF OFFICERS: SEARCH PANEL 
DECIDES UPSC WILL CHOOSE 

GOVT IS PLANNING TO LINK BHOOMI RASHI AND 
PFMS 



 

 
 
3 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS        05-06 AUG 18 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 
Ph.: (0674) 6511101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

provided to the implementing agencies and 
state governments. 

PFMS is also used for DBT payments under 
MGNREGA and other notified schemes of the 
Government of India. 

Significance of PFMS: 

Introduction of the PFMS resulted in 
effectiveness and economy in public finance 
management through better cash 
management for government transparency in 
public expenditure and real-time information 
on resource availability and utilisation across 
schemes.  

It also resulted in improved programme 
administration and management, reduction of 
float in the system, direct payment to 
beneficiaries and greater transparency and 
accountability in the use of public funds. 

 

 

Trade wars & changing WTO: 

Adherence to the rules of an international 
trade organisation was expected to serve as 
an important domestic incentive (and 
imperative) for governments by allowing 
them to resist protectionist demands and 
provide for greater legal certainty 

The U.S. drove the agenda to establish the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) purely to 
pursue its own commercial interests 

The U.S. has been long proven isolationist and 
has never truly embraced the idea of a 
multilateral system in which its leadership 
could be contested 

A closer look at the Doha round of trade 
negotiations shows that the U.S. may well 
have consciously (or not) destroyed the 
negotiation process in formulating excessive 
demands that no country was prepared to 
meet 

The current crisis with the WTO dispute 
settlement system does not come as a 
surprise. In trade wars, the objective is not to 
settle a dispute; it is to win the battle 

The U.S. has systematically blocked the 
appointment of new Appellate Body members 

(“judges”) and de facto impeded the work of 
the WTO appeal mechanism 

With only four working members out of seven 
normally serving office in July 2018, the 
institution is under great stress 

If no appointment is made, it will simply be 
destroyed by December 2019, with only one 
remaining member to tackle a massive 
number of disputes that are also increasingly 
hypertechnical 

Other WTO members are expressing concerns 
over the politicisation of the Appellate Body 
appointment and reappointment process; and 
the quasi-attribution of permanent Appellate 
Body seats to the U.S. and the European 
Union (EU) 

There is concern that China may be on its way 
to having a permanent seat 

Resolving the issue: 

Since its accession to the Organisation, in 
2001, and despite an extremely demanding 
protocol of accession designed by the U.S. 
and the EU to literally constrain its emerging 
power and limit the impact of its commercial 
domination on their own economies, China 
has largely benefited from the rules-based 
WTO system 

China has accumulated a vast experience close 
to that of the U.S. or Europe 

China now claims to hold the legitimacy to 
take the lead in WTO matters 

The recent EU-China proposal to promote the 
reform of the WTO is said to combat 
“unilateralism and protectionism” 

Way Forward: 

The world has changed and multilateral 
institutions now have to embed these 
changes 

Today’s WTO crisis might well be the last ditch 
battle to retain control over a Western-centric 
organisation 

The time has come for the emerging 
economies and the developing world to have 
a greater say in how to shape multilateralism 
and its institutions. 

THE PROBLEM AT THE WTO 
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Tech Mahindra and the Telangana 
government have signed an agreement to 
establish a Blockchain district in Hyderabad, a 
first-of-its-kind Centre of Excellence for 
Blockchain in India. 

Initially it would be a virtual cluster, 
connecting with the stakeholders working in 
the emerging technology. It would have a 
physical building at a later phase. 

In short, it will be “a cluster of buildings”, 
which will house start-ups and other 
stakeholders working on the development of 
the platform. 

Tech Mahindra, as a founding member of the 
Blockchain district, will provide platform and 
technology assistance to all the incubators in 
the district. 

On its part, the Telangana government would 
provide regulatory and policy support to 
promote the growth of Blockchain. 

Blockchain is a new-age technology that helps 
in record-keeping through the use of 
cryptography, a secure method of writing 
digital codes. With blockchain, many people 
can write entries into a record of information, 
and a community of users can check the 
records to reduce the scope of fraudulent 
practices in altering information. 

Benefits of blockchain technology: 

As a public ledger system, blockchain records 
and validate each and every transaction made, 
which makes it secure and reliable. 

All the transactions made are authorized by 
miners, which makes the transactions 
immutable and prevent it from the threat of 
hacking. 

Blockchain technology discards the need of 
any third-party or central authority for peer-
to-peer transactions. 

It allows decentralization of the technology. 

 

How blockchain can be used in public 
administration? 

Blockchain has the potential to optimize the 
delivery of public services, further India’s fight 
against corruption, and create considerable 
value for its citizens. 

By maintaining an immutable and 
chronologically ordered record of all actions 
and files (“blocks”) linked together (“chain”) 
in a distributed and decentralized database, 
Blockchain creates an efficient and cost-
effective database that is virtually tamper-
proof. By doing so, blockchain promises to 
create more transparent, accountable, and 
efficient governments. 

In addition to creating a more efficient 
government, blockchain can also help create a 
more honest government. A public 
blockchain, like the one Bitcoin uses, records 
all information and transactions on the 
decentralized database permanently, publicly, 
and most importantly, securely. By allowing 
governments to track the movement of 
government funds, blockchain can hold state 
and local actors accountable for any 
misappropriations. 

Blockchain not only deters corruption through 
accountability, but it can also do so by 
bypassing the middleman entirely. Earlier this 
year, the World Food Programme began 
testing blockchain-based food and cash 
transactions in Pakistan’s Sindh province. 
Refugees in Jordan’s Azraq camp are now 
using the same technology, in conjunction 
with biometric registration data for 
authentication, to pay for food. 

*** 

 

INDIA’S FIRST BLOCKCHAIN DISTRICT IN TELANGANA 
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